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HARRIET

Harriet’s incipient stages trace to a formative
circulation in the equatorial trough in the vicinity of
Yap while Gilds was traversing the South China Sea. By the
30th the circulation began to move westward reaching tropi-
cal storm force midway between the Leyte Gulf and the
Palau Islands.

Accomplishing landfall in the Leyte Gulf near Tacloban
around noon on the 3rd packing 50-kt winds, Harriet cut
through the central Philippine Islands at a rate of 15 kt.
After crossing Mindoro Island 24 hours later, further
development was evident as the Manila Weather Bureau radar
began to detect an eye. Typhoon force was gained in a
matter of hours as she moved out to sea (Figure 5-17).
Harriet continued on a west-northwest heading while the
central pressure dropped in a 24-hour period between the
4th and 5th to 929 mb* which was measured by reconnaissance
aircraft south of the Paracel Islands. Maximum winds esti-
mated at this time were 125 kt (Figure 5-18). The occur-
rence of such rapid deepening is a rather rare event in the
South China Sea. Fortunately, Harriet began to slow and
weaken before reaching the Vietnam coast. By the morning
of the 7th winds dropped to near 70 kt as the storm made
landfall.

Moving into the DMZ, the typhoon literally washed out
the war on Vietnam’s northern front. Harriet,preceeded
by day-long rains and high winds in the northern provinces,
blotted out ground fighting and heavily cut into U.S. air
strikes. A maximum 24-hour rainfall of 10.16 inches fell
at Camp Evans which also registered sustained winds of
45 kt and gusts to 61 kt in the typhoon’s southern quadrant.

In her aftermath, Harriet left one dead in the Philippines
and four persons killed, 14 reported missing in Vietnam.
Thus-thien Province in Vietnam suffered over 2,500 houses
and buildings partly or completely destroyed.

*Pressure of 921 recorded at O5131OZ considered in error as
recomputation from minimum 700-mb height checks at 932 mb.
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FIGURE 5-17. ESSA-9 VIEkl OF TYPHOONHARRI~ WEST OF LIJZONON

4 JULY,

FIGURE5-18, TYPHOONHARRIETON 5 JULY IS PHOTOGRAPHEDBY

ESSA-9,
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